
3:00-6:00 p.m. and Saturdays, 

8:30-11:30 a.m.  The market 

features locally-grown pro-

duce, baked goods, noodles, 

frozen chicken, jams, jellies, 

crafts, farm-fresh eggs and 

more.  Everything sold at the 

market is locally-created and 

grown.  We hope to see you 

there! 

Bloomfield Main Street would 

like to recognize Chris Ball as 

Volunteer of the Quarter for 

his significant contributions of 

work on projects such as I-

Jobs and CDBG. These grant 

projects, which total over a 

million dollars, are part of the 

facade master plan for the 

renovation of more than 30 

downtown properties in 

Bloomfield. Chris has also 

been actively involved with 

the Historic Preservation 

Commission, Main Street Board, and the Or-

ganization Committee as well as the Business 

Improvement Committee where he took leader-

ship of a grant called the Strengthen Rural Iowa 

Grant. The $19,000 grant, headed by his volun-

teer efforts, held the main purpose 

of aiding business and entrepreneur 

development in Davis County.  
 

When Chris isnôt helping with pro-

jects out of the Main Street office, 

he likes to participate in things like 

RAGBRAI and is a big promoter of 

the outdoors with a degree in For-

estry. He is the proud father of 

three children, with another on the 

way, and is the owner of Ball Inter-

net, a business in Bloomfield. He 

also works next-door to his busi-

ness at MPA Computers; both of which call the 

East side of the Bloomfield square home to 

business and their customers. 

 

Congratulations Chris!! 

The Davis County Farmersô 

Market is a family affair; 

there are always a few kids 

helping their parents, the oth-

er vendors and customers.  

When asked what they like 

best about the market, one 

market youth, Ellenore Boas, 

said, ñI like to help the older 

people; it makes me feel 

good.ò  Boas also states, ñI 

like meeting new people and 

making new friends.ò  Mac-

kenzie Blum says she ñenjoy

(s) talking with our regular 

customers.ò 

Saturday, August 27, brought 

the annual Farmersô Market 

celebration.  Dianna 

Smithhart and Kathy 

Meacham conducted cooking 

demonstrations using produce 

available at the market and 

gave tasting samples.  There 

was also live music by local 

musicians.  All this took place 

during the 8:30-11:30 a.m. 

regular market hours. 

The Davis County Farmersô 

Market is open Tuesdays, 

FARMERSô MARKET:  Youth & Fun Found Here!! 

By Patsy Boas and Diana Upton-Hill 
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positive activities in an ever-

increasing spiral of good news. 

Careful planning and decision-

making join grant funding and 

state tax credit certificates to 

stretch taxpayer dollars. 

The old song says, ñYouôve got 

to accentuate the positive, elim-

inate the negative, and donôt 

mess with mister in-between.ò   

Bloomfield and Davis County 

are doing that, and people are 

beginning to notice. 

The courthouse rejuvenation is 

far from complete.  It joins 

many of the buildings on the 

square that must still be de-

scribed as threatened.  Letôs 

keep the ball rolling until we 

have done what we can to en-

sure both Bloomfield and Davis 

County continue to be fun to 

live in and to visit. 

Bloomfield Main Street wel-

comes another new business to 

our downtown district. Jim 

Carnahan, along with his office 

representative Lisa Taylor, 

opened his office recently at 

110 S. Madison (across from 

the Success Bank).  When 

asked about the decision to 

open an office here in Bloom-

field, Jim had this to say: ñThe 

time was right for expansion in 

our business. We have had 

great success in Ottumwa, and 

with the opportunity to fill a 

need in Bloomfield, we made a 

proposal that State Farm corpo-

rate allow us to come into this 

community with a satellite of-

fice.  We are open every day of 

the week and truly believe itôs 

important that people are able 

to do business within their 

home community. Asking ex-

isting State Farm clients to 

drive to Ottumwa just wasnôt 

what we wanted to do.ò  You 

can view Jimôs website at 

www.jcarnahaninsurance.com, 

call 664-3266 or stop in; their 

office hours are Monday-

Friday, 8:30 a.m. ï 5:30 p.m.  

Of his business, Carnahan said, 

ñWe specialize in helping peo-

ple manage the risks of every-

day life, recover from the unex-

pected and realize their dreams.  

Please feel free to call, click or 

just walk on in for a free quote 

and consultation today!ò 

jects.  New ownership of the 

National Landmark Weaver 

House promises a new round of 

effort to preserve that property. 

The city auto tour of historic 

buildings, the barn quilt project 

and the Civil War skirmish re-

enactment add to the Mormon 

Trail in bringing more people 

to the area.  While they are 

touring the county they visit 

outlying crossroads communi-

ties like Troy and Drakesville.  

The Old Settlerôs Reunion, 

Davis County Fair, Bloomfield 

Rodeo and auto racing, among 

other events, draw people from 

miles away.  A newly renovat-

ed hospital and new high 

school building are visual signs 

that the community is thriving.  

Fiber-optic loop access to the 

internet is not seen but experi-

enced.  All are improvements to 

the community. 

Now Bloomfield and Davis 

County can promote their first 

ever state champion high 

school baseball team. 

These groups and their accom-

plishments enhance the city and 

county experience, add to 

awareness and create more 

Main Street + Davis County 

Courthouse Preservation Fund 

= lots of positive activity on the 

Bloomfield town square.  Main 

Street has been the driving 

force behind the current work 

to preserve and restore build-

ings on the square.  The Davis 

County Courthouse Preserva-

tion Fund and the Davis County 

Board of Supervisors are the 

driving force behind the current 

work to preserve and restore 

the county courthouse. 

The work of the two organiza-

tions is complimented by other 

good things that are happening:  

building owners Doug Dixon 

and Swaim Law Office have 

recently renovated their build-

ing facades.  The County has 

reactivated the Davis County 

Historic Preservation Commis-

sion, pumping in new energy 

and raising awareness of Davis 

Countyôs rich heritage.  The 

Bloomfield Historic Preserva-

tion Commission continues to 

provide effective guidance to 

the City Council.  The founding 

of the Davis County Communi-

ty Foundation continues to be 

an important source of locally 

endorsed funding for local pro-

1 + 1 = 3.  One city + One county = More than the sum of its parts 
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